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WHAT IS A MUSEUM?

So, what is a museum? The word museum has classical origins. In its Greek form,
mouseion, it meant “seat of the Muses” and designated a philosophical institution or
a place of contemplation. At first you might think the answer is simple - a museum is
a building full of old stuff. However, there is a bit more to them than that. A museum
is more than just the building; it is the treasures the building contains as well. Most
importantly a museum has to protect and care for the things it has.
Another large part of what makes a museum, a museum is making sure people can
see all the fantastic stuff they hold. Well, if not all, then at least some of it. Museum,
as we know today, is a result of a growth of several centuries. Museums have now
entered the fourth phase that may be considered as modern development. The three
earlier phases are:
1) The storehouse phase
2) Phase of service to the few
3) Phase of exhibition and education

Today the museums are opening up to the common people. In an effort to bridge the
communication gap which existed for such a long time, museums have started
presenting materials from collections galleries in a manner to attract and instruct the
general public. Thus, newest techniques were developed by use of modern
technology to present the themes most effectively. The following are the six
principal roles it plays now:

To preserve and memorialize artifacts and events.
To educate and reaffirm values:
The museum as substitute cathedral
The museum as place of entertainment for the whole family
The blockbuster exhibition and shopping precinct
The site for the cultural society.

What are the types of Museums?

• Aquariums
• Anthropology Museums
• Art Museums
• Art Centers
• Botanic Gardens
• Children’s Museums
• Historic Houses
• Historic Sites
• History Museums

• Local & State History Museums
• Military Museums
• Nature Centers
• Natural History Museums
• Science/Technology Centers
• Sculpture Gardens
• Transportation Museums
• Visitor Centers
• Zoos



BRIEF OF THE PROJECT:

The Ramayana is one of the largest ancient epics in world literature. It consists of
nearly 24,000 verses (mostly set in the Shloka/Anustubh meter), divided into six Kands
(Adi (Bala) Kand, Ayodhya Kand, Aranya Kand, Kishkindha Kand, Sundara Kand,
Lanka Kand) and about 500 sargas (chapters). Uttar kand which is also read today in
ramayan is a part of kakbhusundi garud samvad and is not a part of original valkimi
ramayan . In Hindu tradition, it is considered to be the Adi-kavya (first poem). It depicts
the duties of relationships, portraying ideal characters like the ideal father, the ideal
servant, the ideal brother, the ideal husband and the ideal king. Ramayana was an
important influence on later Sanskrit poetry and Hindu life and culture.
Like Mahabharata, Ramayana presents the teachings of ancient Hindu sages in
narrative allegory, interspersing philosophical and ethical elements.

ETYMOLOGY:

The name Ramayana means "Rama" + "Aayana" , where as Rama is name of Lord
or God and Aayana means Path or Way.

The literal meaning of the name is "the journey of Rāma" or "the career of Rāma" or
in other words path or way taken or chosen by Rama during the human life cycle
form at earth, during Treta Yuga (869000 years ago) in Jambudweep(Java
Plum)/Aryavart/India.



The perspective on the RAM MANDIR – BABRI MASJID issue? What needs to be 
considered to end communal tension and move forward after the verdict?
WHAT IS AN ICON FOR?

To give us some sense of two different dimensions of what it is. And why we must be
careful about what stand we take is- Ram is over six thousand years old. What he did,
what he did not do, lot of dissection happens in south India about him, North India
doesn’t dissect him. They just worship him. Southern India dissects him a little bit.
But an icon of six thousand years old, who has inspired people towards righteousness,
truthfulness, towards being compassionate to each other. For generations, thousands
of generations. We should not disturb the icon. Doesn’t matter what is right, what is
wrong- because nobody really knows for sure. It’s only the general story everybody
knows. Where he went, what happened, what are the events of his life.

What he did? Why he did? We cannot dissect that. We are not his psychiatrist.
Someone said “He was insecure”. How can we say “He was insecure”. We are not his
psychiatrist or something. Six thousand years ago, whether the man was secure or
insecure how could we know that? Its rubbish. But he is an icon who has inspired
millions and millions of people, across generations. We should not disturb that
because humanity needs those icons. We can take up Ram, we can take up Krishna,
we can take up Jesus, we can take up Buddha, and find faults with them and today
tinker with them, “ See he did this, this was not okay, that was not okay, he was racist,
he was this, he was that.” This is rubbish. This is relevant to people who are here now.
Six thousand years ago, you want to judge him now!

No

He is serving humanity has an icon, that icon should not be disturbed.



SCOPE OF THE PROJECT:

The scope of the Project is huge. The building should serve to be a landmark in the
cityscape and should be structurally sound.

It should have an impact at the mind of the visitor and narrate the history itself.
Large span structure and the roofing system is also a great challenge.
Provision of lighting system natural plus artificial is also a huge scope and needs
precision. Designing of Public interactive spaces like the open air theatre, visitors’

center, souvenir shop and also outdoor exhibition spaces, in the constrained site is
also a challenge. Hence listed below are the areas which are under my scope:-
1. Designing Galleries
2. Provision of Visitors Centre where visitors interact with each other
3. Provision of VIP Floor where the public gets to interact with the celebrities
4. Designing an Auditorium for 150 people
5. Designing Food Court for the visitors
6. Provision of a Library and Research Centre
7. Provide Outdoor exhibition area
8. Provision of Parking for 2 wheelers, cars and buses.

(All the designs and the layout will adhere to the norms as laid down by the
Municipal Corporation of UTTAR PRADESH rules and regulations.)

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:

Aims

1. To encapsulate the mythology history
2. To exhibit the remains and belongings of that age.
3. To arrange seminars, workshops .
4. To generate interest in the future generation in the field of Indian mythology

Objective

1. To collect antiquities and art objects of Historical, Cultural and Artistic
significance for the purpose of their protection and interpretation.

2. To disseminate knowledge about the significance of the objects in respect of
history, culture and artistic excellence and achievements.

3. To serve as cultural centre for enjoyment and interaction of the people in
artistic and cultural activity.

4. To serve as epitome of national identity.



HISTORY AND BACKGROUND:

The political, historical and socio-religious debate over the history and location of
the Babri Mosque, and whether a previous temple was demolished or modified to
create it, is known as the Ayodhya dispute. In 1992, the demolition of the Babri
Masjid by Hindu nationalists triggered widespread Hindu-Muslim violence.

In history this place were known for the temples of different religions, It was the
Capital for the King of Suryavanshi Empire. According to Hindu belief this place is
the birth place of Lord Rama and where the grand temple of Lord Rama were
present and later which were broken by the Mughal King Babar and made Mosque
on same place which were known as the babri masjid. Long controversy from
decades on whether its Temple or Masjid was there is been in debate.

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid in Ayodhya has been the site of religious dissent
and much bitterness all through history. In 1992, however, clashes between Hindus
and Muslims escalated to unprecedented levels causing disturbances all over the
country and affecting the lives of many thousands. Part of the mosque was
demolished and in retaliation, more violence followed in different parts of the
country.

Taking Hindu mythological records into account, it may be said that the city of
Ayodhya over which Ram reigned existed as far back as the Tretha Yug 3 or about
900,000 years ago. If religious records are discounted, historians suggest that the
current city of Ayodhya dates back to at least the 7th century AD. It seems a temple
of some sort existed at the spot in 1528 when Mir Baqi, a general of the Mughal
Emperor Babur raised a mosque at the spot which could face the mecca, against
which he gave much more land to the Hindus in the same locality to rebuilt a larger
temple and to compensate for the same. Ever since, the Ram Janmabhoomi has
been at the centre of much conflict and an ongoing tussle.

The conflict cannot be considered more concrete even from 1528, when the Babri
Masjid was actually constructed, because the Hindutva groups claim that the
mosque replaced an existing Ram temple for which there has never been any
tangible evidence. The ASI report, however, is not available for a comment in
public domain.
The mosque was however demolished by the Hindu Kar sevak’s taking the law and
order for a ride on the 6th of December in 1992, which led to Riots in different parts
of the country in different years.

Ref: ‘The Hindu’, September 30’2010.



HISTORY OF THE SITE:





NEED OF THE PROJECT 

This is Mecca, the birthplace of Prophet Mohammad.

Beautiful isn't it?

This is Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus Christ :
All my Christian brethren must be feeling joyful upon seeing this picture.
This is Ayodhya, the birthplace of Lord Ram.

Will any Hindu feel ecstatic about it? NO
Ram is an exemplar of the Dharmic traditions of this land of Bharat. Even our
Constitution contains the painting of Lord Ram.



ABOUT DISTRICT:

Ayodhya is a fast growing and developing city of Uttar Pradesh. The
Proponent has come up with this proposal of developing a museum, which will
enhance the beautify the place for public to visit for leisure and increase its
tourist inflow and other activities. Development of the project will enhance
the aesthetic value of the site.

Ayodhya is a city situated on the banks of holy river Saryu. In the Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh, It is the headquarter of Ayodhya District and Ayodhya division.
It forms a municipal corporation with Faizabad. Ayodhya is also known as Saket,
is an ancient city of India, is the birthplace of Bhagwan Shri Ram and setting of
the great epic Ramayana.

It is adjacent to Faizabad city in the central region of Uttar Pradesh. Ayodhya used
to be the capital of the ancient Kosala Kingdom. It has an average elevation of 93
meters (305 feet). Owing to the belief as the birthplace of Bhagwan Shri Ram,
Ayodhya (Awadhpuri) has been regarded as first one of the seven most important
pilgrimage sites (Mokshdayini Sapt Puris) for Hindus.

SITE HISTORY AND SITE SELECTION FOR PROPOSED
PROJECT AND ITS APPROVAL:

The proposed site is located in the western extremities of Ghaghara river with a
landscape be holding ample natural beauty to provide a perfect ambience for the
setting up of this project.

LAND USE- WITH REFERENCE TO PROPOSED LOCATION:

The site is almost a flat trained open land with general slopes in easterly
directions. The location plan of the proposed project has been represented on
Google imaginary.

SITE APPROACH:

The site is easy accessible via State Highway-9 (KARSEWAK PURAM ) and
NH-27 (BASTI-LUCKNOW ROAD) there are Ayodhya Railway Station is at
3.4km and Ayodhya ( Faizabad) Airport is approx 12.0Km from site.

The nearest railway station is Ramgaht halt 5 min. walking distance.



METHODOLOGY/APPROACH:

Draw excerpts from books like Bhagavad Geeta and different Hindu mythology
grounds on Internet. Then find common points that have been mentioned in both the
books.

To generate a program that could express these common points through Art and
Space. Study methods that could allow multiple emotions to flow out in space.

Methods that could give moments of Excitement, moments of Calm, moments of
light and Circulation and also make the visitor Think.

To Bring in elements like water (waterbody or waterfall) for that spot that could
signify peace.

To try not to build anything above the ground or try to build minimum above
ground and more below the ground so that the visitor at entry could see nothing else
but the open sky and the water.

The building could have no defined entrance for a visitor so that they pass
through the museum and then derive their circulation with open to sky and enclosed
spaces. The enclosures to allow the body to move and the open spaces to allow the
mind to think.

Just when you feel you are completely dis-oriented, what gives you orientation
is the open-to-sky spaces that could be spread across in broken patterns. The
localities once familiar with the building could find their short route, out from this
gateway.

SCOPE OF THE STUDY/WORK:

An attempt to create a secular and humanitarian building that shares a common
space and uplifts the importance of humanity, breaking all myths of religion.
A proposal near the very disputed site such that it becomes an Agenda for any
visitor at Ayodhya, to visit.

Also to propose a building that allows the foreign tourists to think and clear all
misconceptions about religion.The site that carries the baggage of dispute, fight and
a history known to almost every Indian and even tourists abroad, is therefore very
renowned and fit enough to make promises.
The site in today’s scenario draws a memory of hatred, anger, fight and sadness,
which holds a capacity to be turned into a symbolism of peace.



EMPLOYMENT GENERATION (DIRECT & INDIRECT) DUE TO
THE PROJECT :

The proposed project of will have the benefits related to the direct employment to
people associated with the construction. It provides employment to skilled and
unskilled laborers during construction of the project. Additional employment
opportunities will lead to a rise in the income and improve employment
opportunities for nearby population. The proposed facility will also generate jobs for
the women labourers during construction phase. Indirect employment benefits will
be in operation phase through food,snacks,tea and cold drinks (and many more item
) canteen.

ELECTRIFICATION/ POWER REQUIREMENT & ITS SOURCE :

Power supply is provided by U.P. Power Corporation Limited. The electrical cables
from electric substation will be laid underground. At proposed project site the initial
assessment of the development area and the mode of conceptual philosophy of
electrical infrastructure development have been thought to include the following
main components: To cater the power requirements for construction work and to
development of the building sourcing for immediate power requirement.



LIMITATIONS:

Since bitter disputes and communal violence broke out at the Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid, this area is manned by armed security officials round the clock.
Visitors are requested to abstain from carrying weapons or suspicious articles. Some
shrines may be inaccessible due to security reasons.

Therefore, to document the site with photographs or sketches, on site, is not possible
(memorizing the site by walking through it for 4 times back-to-back was the only
solution).
This proposal has been formulated based on the outlook of people in the recent times
and also their interest through program’s for non-violence like ‘not in my name’.
Hence, the impact and acceptance of the project based on social, political, physical
and legal factors may not be predictable.

The museum may not have existing artifacts to display but could be a museum that
could be developed with the help of artists, creating the necessary art work and other
aspects to depict and experience history, sorrow and pain.
To get into the depths of religion (or practices) is beyond control and it depends on
every individual’s belief.

DISTRICT AT A GLANCE:

Govt. type : Mayor Council
Govt. body : Ayodhya Municipal Corporation (with Faizabad)
Languages Official : Hindi, Urdu, and English
Additional : Awadhi dialect of Hindustani (native dialect)
Project name : Ram Ramayana Museum
Location : Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh, India
Project type : Proposed
Client : Central Government.
Area : 94,707 sq.mt. (23.6 Acres )
Site owner : Tourism Department
Population : 24,70,996
Language : Awadhi
Villages : 1,272
Male : 12,59,628
Female : 12,11,368



SITE APPROACH FROM  FAMOUS PLACES: 

Ram Janma Bhumi - 2.9 km

Hanumangarhi - 1.7 km

Kanak Bhavan Temple - 2.9

Gulab Bari - 6.9 km

Raj Dwar Mandir - 1.6 km

Nageshwarnath Temple - 850m

Ram Katha Museum - 1 km



EXISTING STRUCTURE ON SITE:

• Ram Janma Bhumi - 2.9 km
• Kanak Bhavan Temple - 2.9
• Gulab Bari - 6.9 km
• Raj Dwar Mandir - 1.6 km
• Nageshwarnath Temple – 850m
• Ram Katha Museum - 1 km
• Kale Ram Mandir - 700 m
• Hanumangarhi - 1.7 km
•Ashapur Village – 4.86 Kms, NW 
• Samaha Kala- 2.81 Kms, SW 
• Sarairasi- 2.61 Kms, SE

OTHER IMPORTANT 
PLACES NEARBY: 

Karsewak workshop, Open drain,Temporary
shades on site for EWS.

SITE SURROUNDINGS: 

• Ramghat halt
• ram katha park
• Ram nam ashram
• Janki mahal
• Bada bhaktmal ashram
• chaudhar chran ayodhya
• Dhram shala singh park

SITE PLAN OF RAM RAMAYANA MUSEUM:



TOPOGRAPHICAL CONDITION OF THE SITE

Topography:
1. The site is flat levelled with a gentle slope due to rain.
2. Mostly area is covered by wild plantation and trees due to weathered

conditions.
3. Site is bordered with green belt along the Railway line and NH-27
4. The site is approx 500mm below to SH-9 And 3.0m to NH27 .
5. The distance from the river Saryu (Ghagra) is about 700m



CLIMATE ANALYSIS:

E W

CLIMATE & RAINFALL:

The average annual rainfall is 1034.8 mm. The climate is sub-humid and cold season
starts in November and last till February, the summer season begins in March 6 and
continues till the onset of monsoon by middle of June. About 90% rainfall takes
place from June to September During monsoon surplus surface water is available for
deep percolation to ground water. January is generally the coldest month with the
average minimum temperature of 70 C and mean monthly maximum temperature is
22.30 C. From March temperature rises rapidly and May and early June day
temperature sometimes reaches 470 C. After onset of monsoon in June, there is
appreciable drop in temperature. The mean monthly maximum temperature is 320 C
and mean monthly minimum temperature is 16.5 0C. Except during the monsoon
and early part of monsoon period the air is dry. The mean monthly morning related
humidity is 72% and mean monthly evening relative humidity 50%. The winds are
generally light except in summer and monsoon when they strengthen slightly. The
mean wind velocity is 3.2 km/hr. The Potential evapotranspiration is 1660.9 mm.



SWOT ANALYSIS :

STRENGTHS:

On the National highway & state Highway, and connecting through railway
station at 5min walking distance.
The site is located nearby the dream projects (SHRI RAM STATUES 200Ft High,
Eye theme park, Ashok vatika ) of UP Government
Ayodhya (Faizabad)Airport is at 12.5KM distance from site.
Ayodhya Railway station is at 3.4Km.
Between railway line and the site has natural pond

WEAKNESS:

Changing in Government policy.
Lack of management.
Lack of investment.
THREATS:
Near by the river Saryu (Ghagra) Approx distance is 700mt.

OPORTUNITY:

Ayodhya is one of the famous religious place.
Birth Place of Lord Shree Ram. There are many Religious Project
Proposed beside river Ghagra (Saryu).
Due to Birth place of Shree RAN the project has large opportunity to having
tourist attraction & employment for the local peoples
High Security zone
Ayodhya is also going to be connect with Ramayna Circuit



CASE STUDY 1:

NATIONAL MUSEUM, NEW 
DELHI





NATIONAL MUSEUM, NEW DELHI

The national museum in new Delhi, also known as the national museum of India, is
one of the largest museums in India. Established in 1949, it holds a variety of articles
ranging from pre-historic era to modern works of art. It functions under the ministry of
culture, government of India. The museum is situated on Janpath. The blue–print of
the national museum had been prepared by the Gwyer committee set up by the
government of India in 1946.

The museum has around 200,000 works of art, both of Indian and foreign origin,
covering over 5,000 years. It also houses the national museum institute of history of
art, conservation and museology on the first floor which was established in 1983 and
now is a deemed to be university since 1989, and runs masters and doctoral level
courses in history of art, conservation and museology.

RELEVANCE:

The success of this Exhibition led to the idea that advantage should be taken of this
magnificent collection to build up the nucleus collection of the National Museum.
State Governments, Museum authorities and private donors, who had participated in
the exhibition, were approached for the gift or loan of artifacts, and most of them
responded generously.

On August 15, 1949, the National Museum, New Delhi, was inaugurated in the
Rashtrapati Bhawan by Shri R.C. Rajagopalachari, the Governor-General of India.
The foundation of the present building was laid by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime
Minister of India, on May 12, 1955.



SITE CONTEXT
SITE DISCRIPTION

The museum is situated on the corner of Janpath and Maulana Azad Road over an 
area of 7.5 acres, with a build up area of about 18,000 sq.m. 

Sun Path Diagram                             Prevailing Wind Direction























CASE STUDY 2:

VIRASAT E KHALSA, 
ANANDPUR SAHIB





VIRASAT-E-KHALSA, ANANDPUR SAHIB, PUNJAB 

1. INTRODUCTION

Virasat-E-Khalsa, Anandpur Sahib, Punjab (Ar. Moshe Safdie) Khalsa Heritage
Complex has been conceived as a heritage museum with multimedia and
facilities for state’s art and communication, acting as a setting for unfolding the
drama of Sikh Heritage. The complex serves as reaffirmation of the roots for
Sikhs and an inspiring journey into spirited culture for Non-Sikh community.
Located in the holy town of Anandpur Sahib in the state of Punjab sited
overlooking the town in close proximity to Anandpur Sahib (1.2km). The whole
area has number of Gurdwaras and other potential sites. It has been planned as
an experiential space where history is narrated with an interesting juxtaposing
of a series of paintings and installations. The whole site becomes a
comprehensive complex for tourists. The museum is envisioned as an
environment derived from oral narratives, traditional crafts integrated with state
art technology.

2. DESIGN APPROACH AND CONCEPT

Design fortress the Architecture of village and forms a dramatic silhouette
against the surrounding cliff terrain. 2. Design has woven threads of Vernacular
aesthetics integrated into museum’s language to highlight the living culture.
Narratives that endeavors museum to tell a deep spiritual story. 3. To create an
experience of this huge scale, where design approach relies on creation of
scenography environment.

3. ARCHITECTURE OF THE PLACE

A long journey through the history of Punjab inspired from the historic Golden
Temple and the rich Heritage of the surrounding Gurdwara-Anandpur Sahib, its
natural valley, hills, fort and gory. Evolution of form is rooted from analogy of
17th Century Fort Architecture. Symbolic theme of earth and sky, mass and
lightness, depth and ascension are represented by the five sandstone towers.
Arranged in five, where the galleries shows five virtues of SIKHISM.

The spatial organization displays bold, direct and sentimental approach to the
context. The legacy of Sikh Gurus, their history, culture and vision depicts here.



WHY THIS BUILDING ?

This is a museum completely dedicated to the particular religion its preaching and 
its root which is similar to my topic of mughal museum.

DESIGN CONCEPT :

The narrative museum that endeavours to tell the story, arrange in the group of  five  
galleries it depict the virtue of tenet of sikh faith. Themes of earth sky mass light 
and depth are represented by sandstone towers and silver roofs.  

PLAN OF TRIANGLE LVL : 

The entrance foyer houses the reception for handing out brochures and other 
communication material. The visitor sees a three minute film that introduces him / 
her to the entire museum experience.



SITE PLAN 

FEATURES OF
BUILDING :

• bold geometric 
forms 
complementing 
the cliffs. 
• Roof in stainless 
steel reflects the 
southern light 
towards 
gurudwara. 
• Buff coloured
sandstone 
fascade.



•LOCATION: ANANDPUR SAHIB

•ARCHITECT: MOSHE SAFDIE AND ASSOCIATES, BOSTON, USA

•ASSOCIATE ARCHITECT: ASHOK DHAWAN, NEW DELHI

•MUSEUM DESIGN: NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DESIGN, AHMEDABAD

•CONSTRUCTION: LARSEN AND TOURBO LIMITED, INDIA

•CLIENT: ANANDPUR SAHIB FOUNDATION TRUST

•ACCESIBILITY: FROM MAIN HOGHWAY A[PPROX ½ KM FROM
GURUDWARA KESGARH SAHIB

•INCEPTION DATE: 1998/01/01

•COMPLETION DATE: 2010/04/13

•TOTAL AREA: 100 ACRE

•BUILTUP AREA: 40 ACRE

•PROJECT COST: TOTAL ESTIMATE COST INCLUDING EXHIBITS 224
CRORES.



C
O

M
PL

EX
   

A 
 

• AUDITORI
UM -400 
SEATS(600
m2)

• GREEN 
ROOM 
130m2

• MECHANI
CAL 
ROOM * 3-
200 m2

• LIBRARY-
800m2

• TEMPORA
RY 
EXHIBIT 
ROOMS 
145m2

• MEETING 
ROOMS 
180m2

• MECH./ 
ELECTRIC
AL ROOMS 
145m2

• RECEIVIN
G AREA 
85m2

• TOILETS * 
2- 100 m2

C
O

M
PL

EX
  B

  
• CAFETERIA 

426m2 (400 
PEOPLE)

• KITCHEN 
98m2

• MACHINE 
ROOM 
15m2

• LOBBY 
84m2

• RECEIVING 
AREA 94m2

C
O

M
PL

EX
  C

  

• ENTERANC
E LOOBY 

• RECEPTIO
N

• GIFT/BOOK
SHOP

• CONFEREN
CE ROOMS

• WORKSHO
P/ STORE

• RESTROO
M

• PERMANE
NT 
EXHIBIT 
BUILDING 
5400m2

• HERITAGE 
BUILDING 
1780m2

• PETAL 
BUILDING 
1800m2

• OFFICE 
AREAS

WESTERN

EASTERN

COMPLEX



4. STRUCTURE

There are two complexes at each side of a ravine, connected by a ceremonial
bridge:

The smaller western complex includes an entrance plaza, an auditorium with
400 seating-capacity, two-story research and reference library, and changing
exhibition galleries
.
The eastern complex contains a round memorial building as well as extensive,
permanent exhibition space, consisting of two clusters of galleries that try to
evoke the fortress architecture of the region (most evident in a nearby
Gurudwara) and form a dramatic silhouette against the surrounding cliff terrain.
The gathering of the galleries in groups of five reflects the Five Virtues, a
central tenet of Sikhism.

The buildings are constructed of poured-in-place concrete; some beams and
columns remain exposed, though a great deal of the structures will be clad in a
local honey-colored stone. The rooftops are stainless steel-clad and exhibit a
double curvature: they gather and reflect the sky while a series of dams in the
ravine create pools that reflect the entire complex at night

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Virtues




The complex is deeply rooted in its surrounding landscape, resonating with regional
architecture seemingly rises from the nearby sand cliffs. The roof design is inspired
from the traditional golden dome that crowns the Gurdwaras.

5. PERCEPTION OF BUILDING VOLUME:

The building introduces itself with all the rich heritage glory, cladded in sandstone
as the feature of Fort Architecture. The big volumes get the influence from the
surrounding Gurdwara which is situated on a small hill. The majestic structure
impresses the visitors.

6. INFERENCES:

1. The museum is a splendid example of Regional Architecture.
2. It very well depicts the natural richness and architectural heritage of Sri

Anandpur Sahib and the site.
3. The gigantic volume shows the amount of power in Sikhism.
4. The response of structure to its context (site) is magnificent.
5. The structure stands as a Landmark.
6. Though the forms derived are contemporary but the vernacular essence in kept

intact.
7. The overall site becomes a comprehensive tourist destination.
8. The complex has served Sikhs deeply with their roots.

7. GEOGRAPHY:

1. Located 84.2 km from Chandigarh.
2. It is known as the “Holy city of bliss”.
3. It is located on the lower spurs of the Himalayas surrounded by picturesque

natural scenery, with the river Sutlej forming a border on the south west barely
four miles away.

8. WEATHER:

1. It is classified as warm and temperate.
2. When compared with winter, the summers have much more rainfall.
3. The average annual temperature in Anandpur Sahib is 24.0 °C. Precipitation

here averages 1107 mm.
4. Wind SW at 6 km/h, 39% Humidity.
5. The heritage site is hot during the day but gradually drops the temperature due

to the Gobind River.
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